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Summary 


The Radio amateur Satellite corporation (AMSAT) wishes to voice its support for the American 
Radio Relay League’s position in the Referenced proceeding. 


Introduction 


The Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation (AMSAT) is a not-for-profit District of Columbia 
corporation established in 1969. It is the principal membership organization of the amateur 
satellite community in North America. Our current membership is approximately 6,000. Together 
with affiliated organizations throughout the world, we have constructed, launched and operated 
over thirty satellites to date in the Amateur-satellite Service, of which many are presently in 
operation. AMSAT is currently constructing a new satellite presently designated "Phase 3D" 
expected to be launched later this year by the European Space Agency. It is designed to provide 
wide area amateur communications transmitting on Amateur-satellite Service 

bands from 2 meters to 1.25 cm. Phase 3D will provide approximately 500 kHz of bandwidth on 
all of the bands on which it will transmit, except for 2 meters where the bandwidth will be 

limited to 200 kHz by frequency coordination within the amateur community. 


Background 


On April 3, 1998 the American Radio Relay League, through its attorneys Booth, Freret, Imlay 
and Tepper, filed a Request Declaratory Ruling requesting the Commission to include in its rules, 
language that re-affirms the concept that "good amateur practice" includes operating in 
accordance with the voluntary band plans that have been established in the Amateur Radio 


Service. 
AMSAT's Position 
AMSAT wishes to express its support for the League’s initiative. 


Included in these band plans, that have been widely accepted by the amateur community, are 
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provisions for using certain portions of the amateur bands for space communication. Some of 
these so-called satellite bands are mandated by ITU regulation, while others are strictly a matter 
of "gentlemen's agreement" within the amateur community. In either case, AMSAT feels strongly 
that these band segments must remain as space communication sub-bands with a minimum 
amount of interference from other types of amateur operation. We feel that Commission action in 
implementing the ARRL initiative can contribute materially toward this objective.. 


Therefore, AMSAT urges the Commission to act favorably on the Leagues’s initiative in this 
matter.. 


Respectfully submitted: 


William A. Tynan W3XO 
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